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AFTER FIFTY YEARS.
SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF THE OXFORD DEM­
OCRAT.
Sketch of the Paper from the First, 
and Notices of its Editors, Publish­
ers, Etc.
The fiftieth anniversary of a newspaper 
is by no means as common either in this 
State or in the country, as might be sup­
posed by those who have not given care­
ful attention to the subject, and for the 
very good and conclusive reason that but 
few papers attain to that age. In fact, 
the history of the newspaper press goes 
to show that of the numerous newspaper 
enterprises started, a large majority are 
unsuccessful, and not a few papers die in 
their infancy. Within the space of seven 
years, not less than seven newspapers 
were started in Norway and Paris. The 
Oxford Democrat is here, but where are 
the other six—the Oxford Observer, the 
Jeffersonian, the Politician, the Village 
Spy, the Journal of the Times and the 
Oxford Oracle? All of them died young 
and most of them before the end of their 
first year.
The mania for newspaper publication 
has prevailed from the earliest times of 
newspaper printing; it is the goal to 
which every practical printer is looking 
and hopes to reach. It is the ambition 
of every professional man to attain to the 
highest honors to which his profession 
naturally leads. The clergyman wants 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity, the 
physician to be promoted to a Professor­
ship and the lawyer to be Judge ; and. 
the practical printer is never satisfied un­
til he reads his imprint on a paper of his 
own. In this as in many other enter­
prises, his ambition overrules his judg­
ment and his reason. He stops not to 
enquire whether such a paper be needed, 
whether he have the ability to manage or 
the means to establish it, and his venture 
ends where all enterprises are likely to end, 
in which the chances* and circumstances 
have not been carefully considered and 
weighed beforehand. The young aspir­
ant for journalistic honors says : “ Why, 
Horace Greeley and Thurlow Weed suc­
ceeded and why should not I succeed ?”
The first newspaper printed on this 
Continent was in Boston by R. Pierce in
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1692. It had only a brief existence. 
The first newspaper printed in the United 
States, was the Boston News Letter in 
1704. It lived seventy years and was 
discontinued at the evacuation of Boston 
in 1774. The Boston Gazette, a rival of 
the latter, was started in December, 1719. 
The New England Courant, established 
by Benj. Franklin in 1721, was the third. 
The Boston Chronicle, the first volume of 
which is now in my possession, was 
started in 1767. I speak of this latter, 
because it was Thomas B. Wait who had 
been concerned in its publication, who 
came to Portland and started in company 
with Benj. Titcomb, a practical printer, 
the first paper ever printed in Maine. It 
was issued the first of January, 1785, 
and was the Falmouth Gazette and Week­
ly Advertiser. The first semi weekly 
was started in Portland by John K. Ba­
ker, a former apprentice of Wait, but it 
did not succeed. The Weekly Advertiser 
is still published as the Portland Adver­
tiser. The Daily Advertiser was first is­
sued in 1831. The Eastern Argus first 
appeared in 1803, and the Daily Argus 
in 1835. These are our oldest dailies. 
Since the establishment of the Falmouth 
Gazette, upwards of forty papers have 
been started in Portland and three-quar­
ters of them have found early or prema­
ture graves.
The history of the press of Cumberland 
County is only repeated in nearly all the 
older and some of the more recent Coun­
ties in the State. Newspaper life is gen­
erally a “ struggle for existence,” and 
the “ survival of the fittest ” does not 
always follow. Once in a while a news­
paper starts easy and seems almost to 
plant itself and to grow without much 
outside effort. But such instances are 
rare and occur only where there is a pop­
ular demand for such a paper and no ri­
valry. The rule is that it requires time, 
patience, perseverance, ability and money 
to start a newspaper, and make it a suc­
cess, and the latter is as important a 
requisite as either of the others. Espec­
ially is this true when an attempt is made 
to plant a new paper by the side of an 
old one. With the new paper, the money 
tide ebbs a long time before it turns and 
flows in upon it. In this respect, the al­
ready established one has every advan­
tage. A journal that has been well 
planted, is properly conducted, and that 
has been growing for a score and more of 
years, has become so deeply rooted that 
no rivalry can materially injure it, the 
power to do this being entirely with the 
management. While I would discourage 
these oft-repeated experiments of starting 
new papers where none are needed, on 
account of the disaster which is almost 
sure to follow, I would by no means un­
derrate the important profession of jour­
nalism nor discourage any one from learn­
ing the printer's art. The printing office 
is a school where many a man without 
previous training, has educated himself 
and become fitted for the highest posi­
tions. Such men as Benjamin Franklin, 
Horace Greeley, Thurlow Weed, J. T. 
Buckingham, Benjamin and John Rus­
sell are striking examples of this fact. 
But even a good type-setter may not have 
the business capacity to conduct a paper 
nor the ability to edit it.
A few statistics of Maine newspapers 
may not be amiss here as illustrating 
what I have said respecting the small 
percentage of those who bear the test of 
time. Of 80 newspapers started in Maine 
prior to and including the year 1833, 
only eight have had a semi-centennial 
and only nine, including the Oxford
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Democrat, still published in Maine, now 
survive. These nine are the Portland 
Advertiser, Eastern Argus, Eastport Sen* 
tinel, Christian Mirror, Zion's Advocate, 
Kennebec Journal, Maine Farmer and 
Republican Journal. The Zion's Her­
ald and Morning Star removed from the 
State. The 71 which dropped out by 
the way, many in infancy, some in youth, 
a few quite well advanced but not reach­
ing their fiftieth year, were as follows : 
Freemen's Friend, Independent States­
man, The Wreath, The Courier, Yankee, 
World in a Nutshell, Jeffersonian, Chris- 
tian Intelligencer, Sabbath School Union, 
Christian Pilot, Family Reader, Maine 
Intelligencer, Maine Baptist Herald, Ju­
venile Key, Brunswick, Journal, An­
droscoggin Free Press, Eastern Star, 
Tocsin, Kennebec Gazette, Herald of Lib­
erty, American Advocate, Hallowell Ga­
zette, Genius of Temperance, Kennebec 
Intelligencer, Augusta Patriot, Maine 
Patriot, The Age, Augusta Courier, East­
ern Chronicle, New England Farmer, 
Waterville Intelligencer, Watchman, The 
Times, Telegraph. Eastern Repository, 
Lincoln Telegraph, Lincoln Intelligen­
cer, Yankee, Castine Journal, Eagle, 
Bluehill Beacon, Maine Gazette, Indepen­
dent Courier, Politician, Journal of the 
Times, Russell's Echo, Oxford Observer, 
Village Spy, Freeman's Friend, Maine 
Palladium, Maine Democrat, Columbian 
Star, Bangor Weekly Register, Penob­
scot Gazette, Eastern Republican Clarion, 
Penobscot Journal, Northern Light, Eve­
ning Star, Hancock Gazette, Juvenile 
Magazine, Christian Visitant, Maine Far­
mer and Political Register, Workingmen s 
Advocate, Maine Gazette, Maine Enquir­
er, Gazette and Enquirer, Somerset Jour­
nal, Thomaston Register, and National 
Republican.
Several attempts to establish a paper 
in Oxford County were made before one 
came to stay. The first of these attempts 
was by Elijah Russell at Fryeburg, in 
1798. This sheet was called
RUSSELLS ECHO,
or the North Star. Mr. Russell was a 
practical printer and had previously been 
concerned in newspaper publication in 
Concord, N. H. The size of the paper 
was 18 by 24 inches and its subscription 
price was $1.50 per year. It died be­
fore the first anniversary of its birth. A 
copy of Russell's Echo is in the posses­
sion of Hon. Geo. B. Barrows of Frye­
burg, and I know of no other in the State. 
The early demise of this paper appears to 
have had a very discouraging effect upon 
the business, for it was more than a quar­
ter of a century before a second attempt 
at journalism was made in Oxford Coun­
ty. In July, 1824, Asa Barton issued 
the first number of the
OXFORD OBSERVER,
at Pans Hill. The paper was folio in 
form, having five columns to the page. 
Mr. Barton was not a practical printer, 
and in connection with the publication 
of the Observer, he kept what he called 
the “ Oxford County Bookstore.” He 
continued the publication of the paper in 
Paris for two years with moderate suc­
cess, and then moved the concern to 
Norway. The removal was made by 
means of an ox-cart in the night time, 
and without the knowledge of the citizens 
of Paris. The affair created considerable 
feeling and excitement, and perhaps was 
the beginning of the rivalry which has 
existed and cropped out in various ways, 
ever since. In 1828, Mr. Wm. P. Phelps 
became associated with Mr. Barton, and 
in 1829 Barton sold his half interest to
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Wm. E. Goodenow, a practical printer, 
who had then just come to Norway from 
New Hampshire. In 1830 Mr.Goodenow 
bought out Phelps and changed the name 
of the paper to
THE POLITICIAN,
with Wm. A. Evans as editor. The 
Politician was Whig in politics and was 
published as such by Mr. Goodenow un­
til April, 1833, when it was sold to Hon. 
Horatio King, consolidated with the Jef­
fersonian and carried to Portland.
THE JEFFERSONIAN.
This paper was started at Paris in 1828, 
by Hon. Hannibal Hamlin and Hon. Hor- 
atio King. Mr. Hamlin was then a minor 
but he remained in the office a year, work­
ing a portion of the time at the case. He 
then sold out to Mr. King, studied law 
and in April, 1833, the same month that 
the Jeffersonian was moved to Portland, 
he moved to Hampden where he lived 
until most of his political successes were 
achieved. The Jeffersonian was a Dem­
ocratic paper as its name would suggest. 
Mr. King continued to publish at Paris 
until 1833 when, wishing for a more ex­
tended field of labor, in April of that 
year, having bought up the Politician, he 
united the two under the name of the 
former, and published the Jeffersonian 
in Portland about seven years when it 
was discontinued. In 1830, Mr. Barton 
commenced in Norway, the publication 
of a small family paper called
THE VILLAGE SPY.
It was not well sustained and only a 
short time was it published. The field 
then as now, was completely filled with 
one paper at Norway and one at Paris. 
Sometime during 1832, Mr. Goodenow 
started at Norway,
THE JOURNAL OF THE TIMES.
an independent family paper, but finding 
its subscription interfered with that of 
the Politician which he was also publish­
ing, he discontinued it after three months. 
In June, 1833, Mr. Asa Barton, who ap­
pears to have been badly affected by the 
newspaper mania, started in Norway Vil­
lage, the
OXFORD ORACLE.
I have in my possession four of the seven 
numbers of this paper published. It was 
a small, well printed sheet, but like all 
the papers of about that date, it con­
tained scarcely any local or State news 
and but few advertisements. After issu­
ing seven numbers, Mr. Barton sold out 
the establishment to Geo. W. Millett of 
Norway and Octavius King of Paris, 
both young men, practical printers and 
graduates from the Observer or Jefferson­
ian offices. They moved the concern to 
Paris Hill, and on the 20th day of Au­
gust, 1833, issued the first number of
The Oxford Democrat.
Though the immediate successor of the 
Oracle, yet the Oxford Democrat was 
started as a new paper, distinctive in 
character from its predecessor. It was 
started as a party organ and as an expon­
ent of the views of the Democratic party. 
Joseph G. Cole, a young and promising 
lawyer, assumed editorial charge and be­
came responsible for its political articles, 
although his name never appeared in the 
paper as editor. It was begun as a five 
column paper, but the columns were 
broad and the sheet of respectable size. 
Good paper was used and the mechanical 
work was very neatly done. The first 




The removal of the Jeffersonian from 
this place, after having bought up the Pol­
itician has left us destitute of a paper. 
There are many inconveniences resulting 
from this state of things which all the cit­
izens are interested in remedying. The 
democratic party having expressed their 
strong desire that a paper might be es­
tablished here as the organ of their wishes 
and the dissemination of their principles, 
we have been induced to try the experi­
ment of publishing the Democrat.
No labored exposition of our views can 
be needed by the people of this county, 
when we say that it is intended this paper 
shall be what the Jeffersonion WAS, and 
our object is to supply the vacancy occa­
sioned by its removal. As it will be con­
ducted by the same person who was pre­
viously editor of the Jeffersonian, its prin­
ciples and course of conduct may be judged 
of from what were those of that paper. To 
the democracy of Oxford, we look for sup­
port. It is at their request that the paper 
is commenced and it is only by their pat­
ronage and encouragement that it can be 
sustained. Their support, we hope to 
merit by a steady adherence to the prin- 
ci pies of democracy and a faithful discharge 
of our duties as conductors of a free press. 
We begin without subscribers in the con­
fidence that the friends of the principles 
we advocate will sustain us. We profess 
to be the organ of a party. We expect to 
be supported, if at all as such. These are 
our intentions. From those who are friend­
ly to them, we ask support.
GEO. W. MILLETT. 
OCTAVIUS KING.
The first number as stated, was issued 
Tuesday, August 20th, 1833, and bears 
the imprint of Millett & King. Terms 
$1.75 per annum in advance. Two dol­
lars at the end of the year.
In the second issue the editor says:
“ We must take the liberty to remind 
our readers that this paper was estab­
lished here to support the cause of de­
mocracy in this county. We began with­
out subscribers in compliance with a wish 
expressed from all parts of the county 
that such a piper should be put in opera­
tion here. We cannot continue without 
subscribers, and shall not. Whatever may 
be our zeal in the cause, we cannot live upon 
it. We intend to make our paper worth 
the price we ask for it, and if our citizens 
do not choose to sustain us, we shall dis­
continue. A few subscribers from each 
town in the county, will give us a support 
which is all we ask.”
It is presumed that this last plain talk 
had the desired effect, for no further al­
lusion to the paper is made in its columns 
for several years. The first and a few 
subsequent issues gave accounts of Coun­
ty Conventions in various parts of the 
State. Robert P. Dunlap was candidate 
for Governor, and Dr. Moses Mason of 
Bethel, for Congress in this Dis­
trict. Both were elected. The other 
Congressional candidates in the State 
were: York, Rufus McIntire; Cum­
berland, Francis O. J. Smith ; Kennebec, 
Benj amin White ; Lincoln, Edward Kav­
anaugh ; Penobscot, Gorham Parks; Han­
cock, Leonard Jarvis, and Waldo, Joseph 
Hall. The Democratic party was at this 
time, largely in the ascendant in Oxford 
County, had been so since the organiza­
tion of the State and so continued for 
many years. The national politics were 
also at this time Democratic, President 
Jackson having just entered upon his 
second term. Under the editorial charge 
of Hon. Joseph G. Cole, a young and ar­
dent Democrat, a graduate of Harvard 
College and a vigorous yet polished writ­
er, the Oxford Democrat at once took 
high rank as an exponent of the princi­
ples of the Administration party, not only 
in Oxford County, but throughout the 
State. Its leading articles were exten­
sively copied into all the party organs. 
Mr. Cole had had some experience in 
journalism as editor of the Jeffersonian, 
before its removal to Portland. He con­
tinued as editor of the Democrat for 
seven full years, when he retired on ac­
count of pressure of other duties. He 
was succeeded by Col. Millett, the pub­
lisher and news editor from the first. In 
Number 38 of Volume 1, issued May 6, 
1834, the retirement of Mr. King is an­
nounced, and Mr. Millett became sole 
proprietor.
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With No. 1 of Volume 7, issued Au­
gust 20, 1839, Mr. Millett first an­
nounces himself editor and proprietor.
The number for October 27, 1840 (No. 
11, Vol. 8), is a very lively campaign 
document, full of capitals and strong ap­
peals to the Democracy of old Oxford to 
turn out and vote for Van Buren and vic­
tory. But we look in vain for the num­
ber for November 3 to announce the pro­
mised victory, and for several numbers 
that should have succeeded it. No num­
ber was issued to give the result of the 
election for more than six months. The 
trouble was, “ Log Cabin ” and “ Hard 
Cider” had carried the day, and “ Tip­
pecanoe ” was elected and “ Tyler too.” 
The result must have been a “ stunner” 
to the proprietor of the Democrat, from 
which it took over six months to recover.
The next number was issued under 
date of May 11, 1841, as Vol. 1, No. 1, 
new series, and as Vol. 8, No. 12, old 
series. The circumstances which gave 
encouragement to the proprietor of the 
Democrat to start up again, will be well 
remembered by those who were actively 
engaged in politics at that date, and the 
whole thing may be understood from a 
little triplet which I quote from memory 
from a number of the Eastern Argus 
published at that time. It was, as near­
ly as I can recollect, as follows :
•• Honor to whom is honor due;
We forgive them for electing Tippecanoe, 
Because they went for Tyler, too.”
The fact was, Gen. Harrison died soon 
after his inauguration and Vice President 
Tyler on becoming President, vetoed the 
national bank bill which had been an is­
sue in the campaign, and practically went 
over to the Democracy. This fully ac­
counts for the reappearance of the Dem- 
crat after its protracted suspension. In 
the first issue of the new series the editor 
says:
“After a lapse of something more than 
six months, the Democrat is again issued 
and the hope is expressed that the democ­
racy of the county will sustain it in the 
future.”
The price was then reduced to $1.50 per 
annum. Persons holding prospectuses 
were requested to return them with their 
lists of names.
In 1845, the editor in speaking of the 
paper, said it had never been enlarged 
nor much improved for lack of means.
During these years, the Democrat 
was a good family paper. Special pains 
were taken in the selection of stories and 
other reprints. The editorials were gen­
erally brief, not often occupying more 
than a column or a column and a half. 
The political news was given in brief, and 
considerable space was generally left for 
miscellaneous reading matter. Local and 
even State news was scarce, for be it re­
membered there was then no telegraph, 
no railway facilities in the interior of 
Maine, and the rates of letter postage 
were high. Considerable care was taken 
in the publication of marriages and deaths 
and the old volumes of the Democrat 
are especially valuable in this direction. 
Poetry was often introduced into the mor­
tuary column and sometimes into the hy- 
menial one. The following is found in 
Vol. 3 :
“ Married in Livermore by Reuel Wash­
burn, esq., Mr. Levi K. Young, to Miss 
Lura C. Livermore.”
" When age impairs the virgin’s cheek, 
And wrinkles o’er the brow are hung, 
Apply the self-same magic touch. 
That made this female Young.”
And here is one more:
“ Married in--------Mr. Abel Price age
22 to Miss Euphronia Ragg, aged 60.”
•• Their marriage sure is very snug, 
They joined them in a trice;
And now ’tis clear that one old Rugg 
Has fetched a handsome Price.”
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will not fall short of $3000—being our all. 
The fire is supposed to have originated from 
some defect in the machinery. We are not 
disheartened nor discouraged, but we shall 
as soon as we can make arrangements, 
commence the Democrat again,” etc.
A NEW SERIES.
The next issue of the paper appeared 
on the 12 h of February, 1850. New 
and elegant type had been procured, the 
size increased to seven columns, the 
length proportionately, and a new head 
procured, the same that was used until 
within a few years. In this issue Col. 
Millett said :
“ Friends and Patrons : After the 
lapse of a few weeks, we again present 
you the Oxford Democrat in a new dress, 
and with its boundaries enlarged. A mis­
fortune the 16th of December, severe and 
trying, broke off our weekly visits without 
warning, and overwhelmed us in a chaos 
of ruin; but by the kindness of friends and 
the promptitude of some of those indebted, 
we are again enabled to start in the world 
and issue the Democrat.
The paper will be conducted very much 
as heretofore, democratic, of course, are 
its politics and moral in its tendencies; 
advocating all needed reforms of a healthy 
character.
In enlarging the Democrat, much ex­
pense has been incurred; new type, press 
and material of every description incident­
al and necessary to a country printing of­
fice, having been purchased, and to enable 
us to meet this expense promptly, we rely 
upon those indebted heretofore for the 
Democrat, advertising, job work, &c.; and 
must request them to settle all arrearages 
with as little delay as possible. A change 
in our business connections also, renders 
this indispensible.
To those who have so nobly assisted us 
in our time of need, we tender our most 
sincere and unfeigned thanks. They will 
ever be remembered with pleasure. They 
are indeed friends worth having. We have 
associated with ourselves in business, Mr. 
Geo. L. Mellen, lately one of the publish­
ers of the Boston Weekly Museum, and 
who served his time with us. To those 
who are acquainted with him, it would be 
superfluous for us to say anything; but to 
those who are not, we would say he is a 
gentleman of probity, unexceptionable mor­
als, and well qualified as a practical print­
er, by whose aid the paper will be much 
improved, and all interested much bene­
fited.”
On the Fourth of July, 1838, the Dem­
ocrats of Rumford had a strictly party 
celebration of the day and occasion at 
the hotel of Mr. J. B. Leach, near Rum­
ford Falls. General Alvan Bolster was 
President of the day, and Abel Wheeler, 
was Vice President. A report of the 
meeting was published in the Democrat 
and among the regular toasts were the 
following:
“The Oxford Democrat—It labors to 
sustain the interests of the people, and the 
people ought to sustain the interests of 
the Democrat.”
The following by David Knapp:
“ Our host, J. B. Leach—May his heart 
be as free from guile, as his head is from 
hair.”
By Capt. D. H. Farnum:
“American Ships and the Ladies—May 
the first be well rigged and the second be 
well manned.”
With the number for October 13, 1846, 
the Democrat first adopted the motto:
“The Union—it must be preserved.”
May 11, 1847, with Volume 7, the 
paper was enlarged by the addition of a 
column to a page, and was also treated 
to a new dress and a new heading. It 
was also improved in various ways, mak­
ing it a very handsome sheet.
THE FIRE.
An extra, printed at the Norway Ad­
vertiser office, under date of December 18, 
1849, has the following notice which suf­
ficiently explains itself:
“About 1 o’clock on Sunday morning 
last, we were aroused from our slumber 
by the startling cry of Fire! The fire 
proved to be in the building occupied by 
us for the Democrat office, by Col. Charles 
Andrews, as a law office, and by the Post 
Office. The citizens of the village and vi­
cinity rallied nobly to the rescue, but with­
out avail. The building and the contents 
of the Democrat office were utterly de­
stroyed. Our loss is a heavy one, and
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The first issue after the fire begun a 
new series (Vol. 1 No. 1), and the firm 
name was Millett & Mellen.
With new series, No. 28 of Vol. 1, 
Oct. 25, 1850, Mr. Millett sold out and 
retired from the paper, when the imprint 
became Geo. L. Mellen & Co. The par­
ties who bought into the concern with 
Mr. Mellen were Gen. Wm. K. Kimball, 
Clerk of the Courts, S. D. Hutchinson, 
Register of Deeds, and Nathan M. 
Marble.
In Vol. 2 (new series) No. 47, issued 
January 2, 1852, it is announced that 
Geo. L. Mellen has become sole proprie­
tor ; also Geo. F. Emery is announced as 
editor.
With the May 27, 1853, number, Mr. 
Emery announces his retirement from the 
paper, and Dr. Thomas H. Brown be­
came his successor.
With the first number after the fire, a 
new departure in the tone of the paper 
became quite apparent. An editorial re­
ferring to the subject of slavery took de­
cided grounds against the farther exten­
sion of that institution, while claiming 
that the South should have all its rights 
under the Constitution. Mr. Hamlin, 
then a member of the United States Sen­
ate, had assumed a position hostile to 
slavery extension and in this position the 
Oxford Democrat gave him a hearty 
support.
When Dr. Brown assumed the chair 
editorial, a new element, the temperance 
question had become, in a certain degree 
an issue in the State. Governor Hub­
bard had signed the Maine Liquor Law 
passed by the Legislature, which had 
rendered him very unpopular with the 
anti-prohibitionists. There were strong 
indications of the breaking up of the old 
parties, and Oxford had already taken
the initiative in calling a Convention and 
repudiating the county ticket nominated 
by the Democrats. Dr. Brown ap­
proved the course of Governor Hubbard 
and brought the Oxford Democrat to 
his support.
In the number for July 15, 1853, Geo. 
L. Mellen who had been appointed by 
President Pierce, route agent between 
Portland and Bangor and had been filling 
that position for more than a year, an­
nounced that he had sold the paper to 
Hon. Noah Prince of Buckfield. In the 
same issue Dr. Brown as editor said:
“ It will be seen that the Democrat has 
changed hands and that Noah Prince will 
be its publisher in the future. We will 
state for the benefit of its patrons that its 
future career will not be changed. Let 
the mutations and transformations of oth­
ers be what they may, the Oxford Demo­
crat will advocate the doctrines of the 
present administration, (Gov. Hubbard’s, 
of course,) the principles of the real de­
mocracy and the sovereignty of the peo­
ple.”
The political atmosphere was now get­
ting decidedly disturbed and when in the 
issue of July 22, 1853, the Oxford 
Democrat contained a call for a State 
Mass Convention in Portland to nominate 
a candidate for Governor, the excitement 
throughout the State became intense. 
The call was signed by Noah Prince, 
member of the State Committee, and in­
vited those to meet in Portland who were 
opposed to the nomination of Albert Pills- 
bury who had been nominated at the reg­
ular Democratic Convention in Bangor. 
August 5th, the Democrat contained a 
call for a County Convention of those 
who favored the Convention in Portland. 
This call was signed by R. A. Chapman 
of Bethel, John J. Perry of Oxford, Thom­
as J. Whitebead of Paris, Essec Fuller of 
Buckfield, Alvan Bolster of Rumford, 
Ammi Cutter and B. B. McKeen. The 
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same paper gave an account of the Con­
vention at Portland, which put in nom­
ination Hon. A. P. Morrill for Governor, 
and the issue for August 12, placed the 
name of that gentleman at the head of 
its columns as the standard-bearer of the 
new party, called by the opposition the 
“ bogus” party.
Of course these proceedings caused in­
tense excitement in the Democratic camps 
all over the State, and more especially in 
Oxford County, where the movement had 
been inaugurated the year previous. An 
address was issued to the Democratic 
voters of Oxford County, setting forth the 
nature of the crisis and calling them to 
the rescue. A couple of extracts will 
show the animus of this document, a copy 
of which is before me and which is too 
lengthy to give entire. Speaking of the 
Convention at Portland, it says:
“ But what are the claims and prospects 
of Mr. Morrill? Certainly not that his 
nomination, made by not half of the num­
ber of the politicians in the Portland con­
vention that there were delegates in the 
Bangor convention, and mostly from the 
towns in this section of the State, reflects 
the will of the Democracy. His nomina­
tion was by a small band of a dozen lead­
ers. If we were to believe them, they 
were the only Simon Pures of the land, 
before whom ‘ the enlightened, virtuous 
and patriotic people of Maine,’ are ulti­
mately to bow down. But we do solemnly 
protest againt giving in our adhesion to a 
party whose principles and motives of ac­
tion are unknown to us, except upon a 
single moral issue and whose light is un­
der a bushel; and who must soon dwin­
dle, as a party, into insignificance. Yet 
this diminutive band, not only claim to be 
holier and wiser than everybody else, but 
in the coming election, they expect to con­
trol the other two parties in the State—to 
convert the whole people of Maine to their 
anomalous faith, and bring them at last to 
their peculiar standard. One thing is cer­
tainly plain that like other small bodies, 
they make a great deal of noise. They are 
full of professions—of sound and fury sig­
nifying nothing. Another (thing) is also 
now evident. If they go in the path which 
it traces out to them, they will be irresist- 
ably swept into the whirlpool of Whiggery.
How can it be otherwise? There are but 
two great parties in this country. The Dem­
ocrats and the Whigs. A third party is a 
monster; and it must dwindle into insignifi­
cance. Every age and every nation have had 
apostates and traitors. We have them now 
moving Heaven and Earth to defeat us, 
and we should therefore sink all minor 
differences for the sake of principles and 
the election of our candidates.”
And again:
“Ours is the only Democratic organiz­
ation; ours the true Democratic party; 
any other claiming the name is spurious 
—‘ Bogus.’ ”
The address was signed by Geo. K. 
Shaw, James Walker, E. L. Osgood, Al- 
vah Black, S. C. Andrews, G. A. Hast­
ings and Wm. W. Bolster.
It is true as charged that the temper­
ance question in the form of the prohibi­
tion of the liquor traffic, was a leading 
issue of the campaign. The State Dem­
ocratic Convention the year previous, had 
refused to pass a resolution endorsing the 
administration of Governor Hubbard, and 
this year it had put in nomination a man 
well known to be opposed to the prohib­
itory law. The result of this bolt was 
that in the election Mr. Morrill polled 
11,027 votes, and there was no choice 
by the people. But the Democrats in 
the Legislature united with those terrible 
Whigs, which our Democratic County 
Committee feared would swallow up the 
supporters of Mr. Morrill, and elected 
Wm. G. Crosby, the Whig candidate, as 
Governor. The next year Mr. Morrill 
received 44,565 votes and was elected 
Governor by the Legislature; this is the 
way the third party dwindled into insig­
nificance. Up to this time no national 
Republican party had been organized, 
but the party that supported Mr. Morrill 
at the polls in the election of 1853, be­
came soon after the Republican party of 
Maine and since 1855, when Mr. Morrill 
served as Governor, with the exception 
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of two years, it has been the dominant 
party in the State. The Republican 
party of Maine, therefore, had its origin 
in Oxford County, and the Oxford Dem­
ocrat was its first out-spoken and recog­
nized organ. When the paper became 
the organ of the so-called “ bogus ” party, 
it lost many of its old subscribers, but its 
friends rallied to its support and two 
new names were put on where one was 
stricken off.
Mr. Prince continued to publish the 
paper, or rather it continued to be pub­
lished in his name, until March, 1855, 
when he sold out and the other shares 
having been purchased by Rufus S Ste­
vens and Wm. A. Pidgin, the firm name 
became W. A. Pidgin & Co. Mr. Pid­
gin had been in charge of the office since 
Mr. Mellen took the position of route 
agent, and had also been local editor. 
Dr. Brown continued to act in the capac­
ity of political editor.
Under the new management, an Agri­
cultural Department was added with the 
motto “ Speed the Plow,” and with Da­
rius Forbes as editor. His name first 
appears as such in the issue of March 
2, 1855. He sustained this relation to 
the paper until 1859, when the depart­
ment was discontinued.
In the issue of December 12, 1856, 
Darius Forbes appears as proprietor with 
John J. Perry as political editor. There 
was, however, no real change in the man­
agement of the paper, and in April, 1857, 
the firm name again appears as W. A. 
Pidgin & Co. Mr. Stevens had then 
sold out his shares and Mr. Pidgin had 
become sole owner. He continued to 
publish and edit the paper with John J. 
Perry as political editor, until November 
15, 1867, when the establishment was 
sold to Col. Fred E. Shaw, and in the 
issue of that date he announces himself 
editor and proprietor.
January 22, 1869, “new series” was 
left out and “Volume 36” substituted 
therefor.
In January, 1874, Mr. Shaw sold one- 
third of the concern to Geo. H. Watkins, 
who had been foreman in the office. The 
firm name was now F. E. Shaw & Co.
October 20th, of the same year, Shaw 
sold out his remaining interest to Wat­
kins and retired from the concern. Dr.
Thomas H. Brown’s name reappears as 
political editor from this date until April 
26, 1876, when it disappears, and Geo. 
H. Watkins is announced as editor and 
proprietor. Since that time, there has 
been no change in the management of 
the establishment. During his editorial 
career, Dr. Brown managed the Demo­
crat with peculiar adroitness and with 
distinguished ability. He was ably suc­
ceeded, 1856 to 1874, by Gen. Perry.
The following tables indicate at a 
glance, the management of the Demo­
crat, both editorially and otherwise, 
from the beginning; the dates indicate 
when the persons opposite began their 
labors, either as proprietor or editor:
Aug. 20, 1833, 
May 6. 1834, 
Feb. 12, 1850, 
Oct. 25, 1850, 
Jan. 2, 1852, 
July 22, 1853, 
Mar. 2, 1855, 
Dec. 12, 1856, 
April 10, 1857, 
Nov. 15. 1867, 
Jan. 6, 1874, 
Oct. 20, 1874,
Aug. 20, 1833, 
Aug. 20, 1839, 
Jan. 2, 1852, 
July 22, 1853, 
Dec. 12, 1856, 
Nov. 15,1867, 
Oct. 20, 1874, 
April 26, 1876,
proprietors.
Millett & King 
Geo. W. Millett. 
Millett & Mellen.
Geo. L. Mellen & Co. 
Geo. L Mellen.
Noah Prince et als. 
W. A. Pidgin & Co. 
Darius Forbes.
W. A. Pidgin & Co.
F. E. Shaw
F. E. Shaw & Co. 
Geo. H. Watkins.
POLITICAL EDITOR8.
Joseph G. Cole. 
Geo W. Millett. 
Geo F. Emery. 
Thomas H. Brown. 
John J. Perry.
F. E Shaw. 
Thomas H. Brown. 
Geo. H. Watkins.
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I have thus briefly traced the career of 
the Oxford Democrat from its origin to 
the last change in proprietor and editor­
ship which occurred about ten years ago, 
this being the longest period save one, 
that of Mr. Pidgin, under the same man­
agement, and during which the paper has 
continued to improve. This article might 
have been greatly extended and embraced 
many other matters of interest connected 
with the paper and its times, but it was 
thought best to bring it within the avail­
able space of a single issue of the Demo­
crat. The epochs in the history of the 
paper have not been many, but they have 
been quite marked. The first was its 
apparent death after the success of the 
Whig party in 1840, and its revival, after 
its so long suspended animation, was lit­
tle less than a miracle, and was due to 
causes named and which do not often oc­
cur. The second was its severe trial by 
fire when the entire establishment was 
laid in ashes. But phoenix-like it soon 
arose and was really purified by its fiery 
ordeal, for its politics was better from its 
first issue after that event. But the most 
important epoch in the history of the 
Oxford Democrat was when it raised 
the standard of revolt against the Bour­
bon, pro slavery, Democracy, and be­
came the organ of the bolters under 
the able and finally successful leadership 
of Hon. Anson P. Morrill. First it re­
pudiated the farther extension of slavery, 
then it became the champion of enforced 
prohibition of the liquor traffic, and after 
the transition period in our State and na­
tional politics, it became the intelligent 
organ of that party which it did so much 
to bring into existence.
During the war, the Democrat was 
reduced in size to six columns to the 
page. The greater facilities which met­
ropolitan papers had for obtaining the 
latest news from the seat of war, caused 
them to be eagerly sought after, and the 
rural press greatly suffered in conse­
quence. But soon after the collapse of 
the rebellion, the Democrat was again 
enlarged to its former size.
Since 1855, the character of the paper 
has been materially changed. It has 
been a newspaper in fact as well as in 
name, local news being made an import­
ant specialty. This change was inaug­
urated by Mr. Pidgin who organized a 
special corps of correspondents in dif­
ferent parts of the County, and was thus 
able to give a weekly summary of the 
important happenings in almost every 
town. The plan has worked admirably, 
and Mr. Pidgin enjoys the satisfaction of 
seeing it adopted by the rural press gen­
erally.
The Democrat has had a large corps 
of correspondents of whom it would be 
pleasant to speak personally and at some 
length, but space will not permit. Among 
those of thirty years ago, I may be par­
doned for mentioning Hon. J. J. Perry, 
whose letters from the State Capital were 
always valuable; Wm. Bicknell, who has 
written interestingly on a great variety 
of topics, and has certainly succeeded in 
immortalizing the “Crystal Wave”; Hon. 
E. W. Woodbury, then of Sweden, who 
then as well as now wielded a facile pen 
and always wrote to the point; Geo. H. 
Brown of Mason, who would never per­
mit his little “ bailiwick” to be left out 
in the cold; J. T. Kimball of Bethel, 
who intelligently reported the doings of 
the Legislature when he was a member 
of that body; “Index,” of whom ex­
treme modesty forbids me to speak fur­
ther, and many others whose names I do 
not recall. Of the news itemizers of
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more recent times, I know hardly any of 
them even by name, but they are doing 
a good work in which it is hoped they 
will persevere.
The Oxford Democrat has never bet­
ter subserved the purposes of a local pa­
per than it has for the past year, and its 
subscribers have never before received as 
much for their money. Supplement after 
supplement filled with original matter, 
has been sent out, adding at least fifty 
per cent, to the cost of publication, and 
without extra charge.
With this issue the paper is enlarged 
to eight columns to the page, and pro­
portionately in length, much larger than 
ever before. An Agricultural Depart­
ment is also reintroduced to meet the 
demands of its farming patrons. Other 
improvements have already, and will from 
time to time be made, and the Democrat 
in typography as well as in matter, will 
always be found abreast of the times. It 
is to be hoped that this last new depart­
ure which has involved no little expense 
in the purchase of a new press and much 
material to meet the demands of the in­
creased dimensions of the paper, may be 
met by a generous response from its 
friends in all parts of the County. A 
thousand new names should be added to 
its already large list, in order that the 
increased expenses of publication may be 
promptly met, and its sphere of useful­
ness enlarged. With this issue the pa­
per starts on its century “ home stretch,” 
to use a sporting phrase, and who will 
write its centennial ? Not the writer 
hereof, most certainly, but doubtless some 
one more capable will be found to per­
form that work. A paper may grow old 
and venerable in years, and yet always 
be fresh and new,because there is or should 
be, a constant infusion of new blood into
its management. Individuals may be­
come superannuated and “ old fogyish,” 
but never a properly conducted journal ; 
the occasion always furnishes the man 
who will always be equal to the occasion. 
The life of the Oxford Democrat goes 
to prove this.
PROPRIETORS AND EDITORS.
A History of the Oxford Democrat 
would hardly be complete without some 
account of its owners and editors. The 
personnel of a favorite paper is always 
of interest to its readers, and many en­
joy the reading of a paper much better af­
ter having made the personal acquaintance 
of those connected with it. It is proper 
also that sketches of those who have 
owned and conducted a public journal, 
who have devoted their energies to sus­
taining the principles of which it is the 
exponent, should be recorded with the 
history of the paper itself, for the inform­
ation of posterity, and as a contribution 
to history and biography. The subjoined 
sketches, which necessitate some repeti­
tion, are necessarily brief, mere out­
lines, but they are sufficient to identify 
the persons named and show the part 
they have performed in the life and ca­
reer of this paper during fifty years :
Asa Barton. Though never connected 
with the Oxford Democrat, yet as the 
founder of the Oracle, which was suc­
ceeded by the Democrat, he is entitled to 
be noticed in this connection. He was 
born in that part of Bethel now called 
Hanover, on the farm since occupied by 
Orson Powers, October 13, 1793. His 
father, Aaron Barton, son of Asa Barton 
of Needham and Mercy Bartlett of New­
ton, Mass., came to Bethel with Jonathan 
Bartlett his uncle and Nathaniel Segar his 
cousin, in 1780. The wife of Aaron and 
the mother of Asa was Sarah Smith, 
daughter of Ithiel, born in Cape Elizabeth
but coming with her parents to Bethel. 
Aaron Barton moved from Bethel to Jay, 
and thence in 1807 to Livermore. Asa 
Barton married Lydia, daughter of Thomas 
Chase of Martha’s Vineyard, afterwards of 
Livermore. He kept a store in Livermore 
for a few years and about 1820, came to 
Paris. He then moved to Portland but in 
1821 was back at Paris and started the 
Oxford County Book-store. In 1824, he 
started the first paper ever printed in Paris 
and called the Oxford Observer. In 1826, 
he moved the paper to Norway in the night 
time and it is said without the knowledge 
of the people of Paris. In 1828 Wm. P. 
Phelps was associated with him, but in 
1830, Mr. Goodenow purchased Barton’s 
interest and as stated elsewhere, the paper 
was then published by Goodenow & Phelps. 
In 1830, he started the Village Spy, but it 
was short-lived, and in one summer of 1833 
Mr. Barton commenced the publication at 
Norway of the Oxford Oracle, but after is­
suing seven numbers, he sold out to Millett 
& King and moved to Bangor. He was 
there in trade with Emory Livermore,— 
then he studied law and settled in Gar­
land. In 1844, he returned to Norway and 
remained there until he died in the winter 
of 1847. He was not a practical printer. 
The births of four of his children are re­
corded on Paris records between 1819 and 
1825.
Geo W. Millett. Col Geo. W. Millett 
was the son of Nathaniel Millett of Nor­
way, one of the three Millett brothers who 
came originally from Gloucester, Mass., to 
Minot and subsequently to Norway. Col. 
Millett was born in Norway, July 27, 1813; 
his mother was Martha, daughter of Enoch 
Merrill of Andover. He entered the office 
of the Oxford Observer as an apprentice in 
the fall of 1830, that paper then being pub­
lished by Wm. E Goodenow. He was also 
with the Jeffersonian and went with it to 
Portland in April, 1833. He returned to 
Norway, in August, and in company with 
Octavius King, who had been his fellow­
apprentice, he purchased the Oxford Oracle 
establishment which he moved to Paris 
Hill and began the publication of the Ox­
ford Democrat. At the end of a few
months, he purchased Mr. King’s interest 
in the concern, and continued to publish 
the paper until the latter part of 1849, 
when the entire establishment was con­
sumed by fire. In the following February 
the paper was again started by Mr. Millett 
and Geo. L. Mellen and so published for 
about ten months, when Mr. Millett sold 
out his interest and bought the Norway 
Advertiser, which had been revived by 
Moses B. Bartlett, and continued its pub­
lication with Rev. Geo. K. Shaw as editor 
for a portion of the time at least, till 1862, 
when the paper was discontinued and in 
1865 Mr. Millett went to Worcester, Mass. 
He subsequently moved to Westboro, 
and in 1877, he removed to Cambridge­
port and since that time has been in the 
Riverside Press. He married, in 1858, 
Emma G. Ames of Norway. While a resi­
dent at Paris Hill, he was fourteen years 
Postmaster, member of the Legislature in 
1850, also Colonel in the State militia. 
While Mr. Millett was connected with the 
Oxford Democrat its average circulation 
was about 450.
Octavius King. He was the son of 
George and Miranda (Hall) King of South 
Paris and was a double cousin of Hon. 
Horatio King. He learned his trade in the 
Jeffersonian office when the paper was con­
ducted by Hon. Hannibal Hamlin and Hon. 
Horatio King. When in 1833, the Jeffer­
sonian was moved to Portland, Mr. King 
went with it. After a few months he re­
turned to Norway and in August, 1833, in 
company with Geo. W. Millett, he pur­
chased the Oxford Oracle then printed at 
Norway by Asa Barton, and commenced 
the publication of the Oxford Democrat, 
and remained in the concern about nine 
months when he sold out and moved to 
Boston. He worked as a carpenter for 
a while and then set up a drug store on 
Washington Street and for many years 
was a practitioner of eclectic medicine. 
He married Miss Arvilla Curtis of Dixfield, 
and left a son and daughter. He was born 
July 21, 1816, and died Nov. 11, 1868.
Joseph G. Cole. Hon. Joseph G. Cole, 
a man well known and highly respected in 
Oxford County thirty years ago, was editor
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ter the Oxford Democrat establishment 
was burned, he bought an interest in the 
paper and was co-partner of Millett for 
nearly a year, when he bought up the con­
cern and published it with Geo. F. Emery 
as editor until 1853. In the spring of 
1852, he was appointed Route Agent and 
assigned to duty between Portland and 
Bangor. He held this position through 
two administrations. He was then ap­
pointed ticket and freight agent on the 
Portland & Rochester Railroad, and sub­
sequently moved to Lewiston and in com­
pany with G. G. Waterhouse, took charge 
of the DeWitt House. On the death of 
Mr. Waterhouse, Mr. Mellen returned to 
the old homestead in Paris where he has 
since lived. He was married in July, 1852, 
to Miss Nancy N. Wing, a niece of Mr. 
Waterhouse and daughter of James Wing, 
esq , of Wayne. While Mr. Mellen was 
connected with the Democrat the list 
showed about 800 names.
Geo F. Emery. He was the second son 
of Judge Stephen and Sarah (Stowell) Em­
ery, and was born in Paris, Nov. 15, 1817. 
His father was a native of Minot, Me., and 
his mother a daughter of Daniel Stowell, 
esq , of Paris. He was graduated at Bow- 
doin College, Class of 1836, and studied 
law with his father. He begun the prac­
tice of law in Waterford, his printed card 
appearing in the Oxford Democrat in 
1838. He afterwards formed a co-partner­
ship with his lather and continued in prac­
tice, beside filling the position of Register 
of Probate until 1848, when he moved to 
Portland. He was Clerk of the United 
States Circuit Court for many years until 
1876 when he moved to Boston to take 
general supervision of the Boston Post. 
He has since returned to Portland. When 
Geo. L. Mellen became part owner of the 
Oxford Democrat, Mr. Emery became 
political editor, though then residing in 
Portland. Hon. Hannibal Hamlin was ap­
pointed United States Senator in 1848, to 
fill a vacancy, and was to be a candidate 
for re-election before the Maine Legisla­
ture. His well-known opposition to slav­
ery extension, rendered him unpopular with 
the old-line Democracy and excited a fierce
of the Jeffersonian and the first editor of 
the Oxford Democrat, having charge of 
its political columns for seven years. He 
was born in Lincoln, Mass., March 16, 
1801, and came to Paris in 1825. He com­
menced the study of law with Hon. Levi 
Lincoln and finished with Governor Enoch 
Lincoln of Paris. He was admitted to the 
bar in 1826, and immediately opened a law 
office in Paris where he continued to prac­
tice as long as he lived. His work on the 
Democrat was entirely a labor of love. 
He served respectively as Secretary of 
the State Senate, member of the Maine 
Legislature two terms, 1830 and 1831, Reg­
ister of Probate, Clerk of Courts and Judge 
of the District Court to which office he 
was appointed in 1848. He was a man of 
distinguished ability, of great industry 
and of excellent character. He died No­
vember 12, 1851, while holding the posi­
tion of Judge, and no death in Oxford 
County was ever more generally regretted. 
As a lawyer, he was fair and candid, never 
seeking advantage by miss-statement of 
either law or fact; as a Judge he was im­
partial, and his private life was above re­
proach. He married, February 12, 1834, 
Mehitable Marble, who survived him quite 
a number of years. They had several sons 
and daughters, but all save one, died in 
early man or womanhood, most if not all 
of them from consumption.
Geo. L. Mellen. He was born in Paris 
January 28, 1823. His father, Alanson 
Mellen, esq., who came to Paris from Hop­
kinton, Mass., was for more than thirty 
years, Register of Deeds for Oxford Coun­
ty, and during his life, one of the best 
known and highly respected citizens of 
the County. His mother, born in Water­
town, Mass., was Mary, daughter of Josiah 
and Mary (Mason) Biscoe, one of the early 
settlers in Paris and a prominent citizen. 
Geo. L. Mellen served his time in the Ox­
ford Democrat office and was a fellow­
apprentice with Zina E. Stone. Afterward 
he went to Boston and with Chas. A. V. 
Putnam published the Boston Weekly Mu­
seum, a literary and story paper. He sub­
sequently sold out his interest to Mr. Os­
sian E. Dodge and returned to Paris. Af­
antagonism in Oxford County. It was 
highly important, therefore, to carry the 
County Convention, and to secure Sena­
tors and Representatives from Oxford 
County who would support Mr. Hamlin; 
this condition of things induced Mr. Em­
ery to take charge of the Democrat and 
to manage it in the interest of Mr. Hamlin. 
The opposition to Mr. Hamlin found ex­
pression in the Norway Advertiser, which 
was editorially conducted by Rev. Geo. K. 
Shaw, and the campaign was a very vio­
lent and personal one. Mr. Emery con­
ducted the Democrat with marked ability 
and achieved a decided success; he then 
retired from the paper. The fight in Ox­
ford County was supplemental to the Wil­
mot Proviso controversy, during which 
Mr. Hamlin sustained the free-soil policy. 
This was obnoxious to the administration 
(Polk’s) and during the controversy, Mr. 
Emery contributed a series of articles to 
the Eastern Argus, then under Charles 
Holden’s management, in defense of the 
Maine Senators, which were published as 
editorial and which attracted a good deal 
of attention. Mr. Emery was, therefore, 
well prepared to resume the contest in be­
half of his friend, in Oxford County. Mr. 
Emery married Miss Eliza Appleton, of 
Paris, formerly of Portland, and has a 
family.
Noah Prince. Hon. Noah Prince, of 
Buckfleld, though never having anything 
to do with the management of the paper, 
was once an owner in the concern, when 
the paper was conducted under the firm 
name of Noah Prince. He was born in 
Buckfleld, April 19,1799. He was the son 
of Dea. Job Prince, who came from Ply­
mouth County, Mass., to Buckfield and of 
Hannah Bryant his wife. Mr. Prince was 
a farmer and for many years cultivated the 
homestead farm of his father. In 1855, he 
moved to the village. He was held in 
high esteem by the people of Buckfield, 
and was much in town office. He also 
served the town in the State Legislature 
for four consecutive terms beginning in 
1840, and was Senator for Oxford County 
for three years from 1850. He was Presi­
dent of the Senate for his two last terms 
and it was while serving in this capacity 
that he voted for the Maine Law, and 
when in consequence, a fight was made 
against Governor Hubbard, that he pre­
sided over a bolting Convention at Nor­
way in 1852, and the following year left 
the old party, with others, purchased the 
Oxford Democrat and brought it to the 
support of Hon. A. P. Morrill for Govern­
or. In 1855 Mr. Prince had sold out his 
interest in the paper. Mr. Prince was one 
of the projectors of the Buckfleld Branch R. 
R and one of its original directors. He 
married in 1826, Sarah, daughter of Dea. 
David Farrar of Buckfield, and had six 
children, five of whom are living. Capt. 
Chas. H. Prince, once M. C. from Georgia 
and more recently Postmaster at Augusta, 
in that State, is his son. Mr. Prince died 
February 14, 1872, aged 73. He was a 
man of remarkable vigor of both mind and 
body. He was an advocate of temperance, 
morality and virtue, and exemplified these 
cardinal virtues in his own life.
Dr. Thomas H. Brown. He was born 
in Minot, this State, August 27, 1813. He 
was the son of Thomas Brown, a native of 
Newbury, Mass., and his mother was Mary 
(Rawson) Bridgham of Paris. He studied 
the medical profession mainly in Massa­
chusetts, and graduated at Jefferson Med­
ical College, Philadelphia, in 1837. That 
same year he commenced the practice of 
medicine in Paris and so continued to 
practice until the time of his death. For 
the most part he resided at Paris Hill, 
though his card appears in the Oxford 
Democrat during 1840 as of South Paris. 
Dr. Brown succeeded Geo. F. Emery as 
political editor of the Oxford Democrat 
and conducted it until 1855 when he was 
succeeded by Hon. John J. Perry. Dr. 
Brown had charge of the paper during the 
eventful years when the old parties were 
breaking up and the young and vigorous 
Republican party was formed. The Dem­
ocrat was purchased by Noah Prince, Ru­
fus S. Stevens and others, and with Dr. 
Brown as editor, was the first paper in the 
State to bolt from the Democratic party 
and advocate a new party organization. 
The call for the bolting Convention which
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the Kennebec Journal. In May, 1853, Geo. 
L. Mellen having entered upon his duties 
as mail agent, Mr. Pidgin came to Paris 
and was placed in charge of the Oxford 
Democrat office. He continued in charge 
after Mr. Mellen sold out to a company, 
and until the shares were bought up by 
him and R. S. Stevens of Paris. The pa­
per was then published under the firm 
name of W. A. Pidgin & Co. until 1867, when 
Mr. Pidgin sold out to Fred E. Shaw, to 
accept a position as business manager of 
the Lewiston Journal. During Mr. Pid­
gin’s administration the Democrat was 
much improved as a local and county pa­
per, he having organized a corps of cor­
respondents to insure intelligence from 
each town. This feature of a local paper, 
now so generally followed, originated 
with Mr. Pidgin. The subscription list, 
when Mr. Pidgin sold out, numbered about 
1400. He still retains his position on the 
Lewiston Journal and is most efficient help. 
He married Miss Martha, daughter of 
Thomas Little, esq., of Augusta.
Rufus S. Stevens. He was one of the 
owners of the Democrat in 1853, and sub­
sequently, but never had anything to do 
with its management. He was an active 
politician in the Republican party, and 
served one term as member of the State 
Legislature. He resided at South Paris, 
where he was in trade and very successful 
in business. He was the son of Simon and 
Nancy (French) Stevens, and grandson of 
Dr. Cyprian Stevens and of Sally Robin­
son his wife, who early came from Wor­
cester County, Mass., perhaps from the 
town of Barre, and settled in Paris. Ru­
fus S. Stevens quite late in life married a 
daughter of Dea. Seth Morse of South 
Paris and moved to Minneapolis, Minn., 
where he died some years ago.
John J. Perry. Hon. John J. Perry 
was born in Portsmouth, N. H., August 
2, 1811. His father was Rev. Dan Perry, 
a native of Rehoboth, Mass., and formerly 
a well known Methodist clergyman in Ox­
ford County, his mother, Polly, daughter 
of John Caldwell, one of the pioneer set­
tlers in the town of Oxford, once a part of 
Hebron. Though born in New Hampshire,
nominated Anson P. Morrill for Governor, 
first appeared in the Democrat, and cre­
ated intense excitement throughout the 
State. The paper was violently attacked 
by all the Democratic organs in the State, 
and with special malignity by the Norway 
Advertiser which was still edited by Geo. 
K. Shaw, Register of Probate. It was 
during this fierce controversy that Dr. 
Brown developed remarkable strength as 
a political writer. He not only success­
fully repelled the attacks of the opposition, 
but the paper became aggressive and a 
tower of strength to the new party in Ox­
ford County. In the stand which he took 
at this time, few men in the Republican 
ranks had more to break away from or 
greater personal sacrifices to make than 
did Dr. Brown. Paris Hill was then the 
hot-bed of the old-line Democracy, and 
many of his intimate friends and pat­
rons belonged to that party. The contest 
was violent but of short duration, and be­
fore leaving the chair editorial, Dr. Brown 
had the satisfaction of seeing Oxford 
County, the stronghold of the Democracy, 
wheel into line under the Republican ban­
ner. Dr. Brown served one or two terms 
as Judge of Probate. He was much de­
voted to his profession in which he had 
high rank. He was President of the Maine 
Medical Association and contributed many 
valuable papers to its meetings. He mar­
ried first, in 1838, Maria M., daughter of 
Samuel and sister of Hon. Horatio King 
of Paris. She died in 1846, and he married 
second, Miss Juliette, daughter of Moses 
Hammond, esq , of Paris. Three children 
survive him, all by the second marriage.
Wm. A. Pidgin. He was born in Litch­
field, this State, March 25, 1833. His fa­
ther was Dr. Joseph N. Pidgin, son of 
Rev. William and his mother Diantha J. 
A. Rawson, daughter of Capt. Abner, a 
prominent early citizen of Paris, formerly 
of Sutton, Mass. Mr. Pidgin entered the 
Zion's Advocate office as an apprentice in 
1848, when the paper was published by 
Rev. Dr. Smith, since then a Professor in 
Colby University. In March, 1851, the 
Advocate having changed hands, Mr. Pid­
gin went to Augusta and was employed on 
Mr. Perry’s parents moved to Oxford be­
fore he was two years old and since that 
time he has been a resident of Maine. He 
studied law and was admitted to practice 
in 1844. It was on the retirement of Dr. 
Thomas H. Brown in 1855, that Mr. Perry 
became the political editor of the Oxford 
Democrat, though he never lived in Paris. 
His connection with the paper continued 
through several years to 1867. He was an 
able political writer, and while under his 
charge the Democrat stood high as an ex­
ponent of the principles of the Republican 
party. Mr. Perry has held many positions 
of honor and trust. He was a member of 
the Maine Legislature in 1839, 1841, 1842 
and 1871. Was member of the Maine Sen­
ate in 1846 and 1847. He was Aid-de-camp 
on the staff of Gov. John Fairfield, and 
subsequently Major General of the Sixth 
Division of Maine militia. He was a mem­
ber of Congress from 1855 to 1857 and 
from 1859 to 1861; he was also member of 
the Peace Congress in 1860. He was a 
member of the Executive Council in 1863 
and 1864. He has written much for the 
Maine press and also been a correspondent 
of papers published in other States. He 
married Miss Susan Adams, and has a 
family; one of his sons has been on the ed­
itorial staff of the Lewiston Journal, Ban­
gor Whig, and now of the Boston Herald. 
Mr. Perry moved to Portland several years 
ago, where he now resides.
Darius Fobes. Darius Fobes was 
born in Paris, and was the son of Daniel 
and Ellis (Hathaway) Fobes. The latter, 
the daughter of Lazarus Hathaway who 
came from Middleboro’, Mass., to Paris 
with the early settlers. Daniel Fobes 
also came from Middleboro'. Darius was 
a Universalist preacher, but was also 
much interested in agriculture. He was 
a charter member of the Maine State 
Agricultural Society, and from 1855 to 
1860 conducted an Agricultural Depart­
ment in the Oxford Democrat. In 1856, 
he was announced as proprietor, but his 
name was dropped as such in 1857. He 
married Elizabeth Pottle of Norway.
During the war he held a clerkship in 
Washington, and was afterwards connect­
ed with the Sanitary Commission ; he has 
not since resided in Maine. He was a man 
of varied acquirements, and an agricultural 
writer of ability. He died in Kentucky, 
three or four years ago; his wife has also 
deceased, and a daughter is all that re­
mains of the family.
Fred E. Shaw. He was born in Port­
land, May 18, 1825. His father was Elias 
Shaw, his mother Eliza Phillips. He 
learned the printer’s art in Portland, sub­
sequently studied law and went into prac­
tice in Bangor. At the breaking out of 
the war, he recruited a company of which 
he was elected Captain, and was assigned 
as Company D of the 18th Maine Regiment 
(1st Maine Heavy Artillery). He did hon­
orable service in the Regiment and re­
mained with it to the close of the war. 
In 1867, he purchased the Oxford Demo­
crat of Wm. A. Pidgin and conducted it 
both as editor and publisher until 1874, 
when he sold out, bought the Christian 
Mirror, and, after a while moved to Port­
land. This proved a poor investment, 
and after running it about two years he 
sold out and subsequently bought, and 
published for a time, the Coos Republican 
at Lancaster, N. H. His success here was 
not satisfactory, and he sold out and 
moved back to Portland. He then can­
vassed the State in the interest of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
was very successful. He was ordained to 
the ministry of the Congregational Church 
June 13, 1878, and was soon after called 
to the Church in East Machias where he 
yet remains. He was at one time presi­
dent of the Maine Press Association. He 
married Miss Sarah Ellen Benson, a native 
of Boston, but then residing in Bangor, 
and has several children, some of whom 
are married. His connection with the 
press of Maine was an honorable one, and 
his retirement was much regretted. But 
his tastes were in another direction and 
in his chosen field of labor he has doubt­
less found more enjoyment.
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ted to the bar; he was in practice in Dix­
field. He was elected County Attorney for 
Oxford and served four years, from 1848 
to 1852. In December 1855, he moved to 
Auburn where he has since lived. In 1857, 
he was elected attorney for Androscoggin 
County and served three years. He was 
elected to Congress in the Second Con­
gressional District in 1860, served during 
the extra session and the long session of 
1861 2, when, having been appointed a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, 
he resigned his seat in Congress to accept 
it. His first appointment was May 14, 
1862, since which, he has been appointed 
three times and is now serving his fourth 
term. Judge Walton was the son of Arte- 
mas G. Walton and his mother was Abi­
gail Stevens. He was married Dec. 4, 
1845, to Hannah W., daughter of John Kim­
ball of Mexico, and has several children. 
Considering his advantages, no Oxford 
County young man has achieved greater 
success in life than has Judge Walton. 
As a lawyer he had few equals in the State; 
his career in Congress was respectable if 
not brilliant, and as a Judge he stands sec­
ond to none with whom he has been asso­
ciated. The Chief Justiceship recently 
made vacant by the retirement of Judge 
Appleton, clearly belonged to Judge Wal­
ton.
Zina E. Stone Mr. Stone was born in 
Bethel on a farm situated a short distance 
below Middle Intervale. His father was 
Luther Stone formerly of Waterford, and 
his mother Hadassah Kimball of Bridgton. 
Born March 30, 1823, at the age of four­
teen years, in 1837, he entered the Oxford 
Democrat office as an apprentice and as 
the successor of Chas. W. Walton. He 
remained in the office four years. He then 
went to Lowell and worked as a “jour.” 
on the Lowell Advertiser, and soon became 
foreman. In 1854, he started the Ameri­
can Citizen in Lowell, run it two years and 
during that time begun a daily. He then 
went to Chicago and remained a year. In 
1857 he started the Tri-weekly, published 
at Haverhill, and made it a success. In 
1860, he bought a half interest in the Vox 
Populi, published at Lowell, and was con-
GRADUATES.
Of several of those who learned their 
trade in the Oxford Democrat office, I 
have no present knowledge. Some of 
them soon gave up the composing stick 
and engaged in other pursuits; some 
have died, while the number of those who 
have achieved success in journalism is 
few. John Irving of Minot, an early 
graduate from the office, died in Haver­
hill something over a year ago ; Micah 
C. Allen, an intelligent and ami­
able young man who learned his trade 
here and afterwards worked in the office 
some time, went to Boston and died be­
fore reaching middle life ; R G. Child 
of Paris is also dead ; John R. Walton 
is in California; J. R. Hutchinson is in 
New Haven, Conn.; Perry Russell is at 
Bolster’s Mills; A. M. Rawson is on the 
Boston Advertiser, and Prentiss Cum­
mings is a lawyer in Boston. Others 
have no doubt deceased, but I have no 
account of them. William H. Berry, 
who afterwards published a small paper 
in Winthrop and subsequently in 1869, 
started the Camden Herald, learned his 
trade in the Oxford Democrat office; 
he is now a job printer in Boston. I think 
he was from Andover, in this County. 
I will close this division by giving brief 
sketches of those graduates from the of­
fice who have distinguished themselves in 
the pursuit of journalism and one who 
has achieved marked success in the legal 
profession:
Hon. Charles W. Walton. Charles 
Wesley Walton was born in Mexico, this 
County, Dec. 9, 1819. He spent much of 
his early years in Dover, N. H., and there 
he was first employed in a printing office. 
He entered the Oxford Democrat office 
in August 1835 and remained two years. 
He afterwards worked at his trade in Bos­
ton and then studied law and was admit­
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nected with it 18 years. In July 1879, he 
started the Mail which is now both a daily 
and weekly. This establishment is now 
owned by a company of which Mr. Stone 
is president. He was half owner of the 
Lowell Courier and conducted it from 1861 
to 1866. He was married Dec. 31, 1846, 
to Miss Charlotte A. Shaw formerly of 
Norridgewock. As a whole, Mr. Stone 
has made the publishing business a suc­
cess, and has been able to retire from act­
ive service on a competency. Accompa­
nied by his wife, he spent some time in 
Europe, and has visited the chief points of 
interest in our own country. He is con­
nected with the Historical and other liter­
ary societies of Lowell, and is a contrib­
uting and valuable member. He has a 
pleasant residence on Chestnut street, near 
the public park, and to all outward appear­
ance has nothing to hinder him from en­
joying his “ otium cum dignitate ” for many 
years to come.
Charles A. V. Putnam. He was the 
sou of Samuel Putnam, Jr., of Rumford in 
this County, and of Susan Adams his wife. 
He learned his trade in the Oxford Demo­
crat office and then went to Boston. 
With Geo. L. Mellen, he published the 
Boston Museum and subsequently with 
Ossian E. Dodge. He afterwards sold out 
to Dodge and went to California. Since 
then he has been employed on various pa­
pers on the Pacific Coast, and last year was 
reporter for the Chronicle at Virginia City, 
Nevada. He was unmarried when he left 
New England.
Wm. E. Goodenow. He was never con­
nected with the Oxford Democrat either 
as owner or editor, but he was sometimes 
employed as a compositor in the office and 
was a frequent contributor to the columns 
of the paper. He came to Norway from 
Claremont, N. H., in April 1829, and was a 
practical printer. The same year, he bought 
the Oxford Observer of Asa Barton. He 
subsequently changed the name to the 
“ Politician ” and in 1833, he sold out to 
Hon. Horatio King who moved the estab­
lishment with the Jeffersonian to Portland. 
Mr. Goodenow also printed a few numbers 
of the “Journal of the Times but only a 
few. He kept the “ Oxford County Book" 
store ” at Norway, and was engaged in the 
insurance business many years. He final­
ly went to Kansas and died there. His 
wife was Miss Harriet Paddleford of Ver­
mont. In politics, he was an ardent whig 
and his paper, the “ Politician,” advocated 
the views of that party. But there was a 
poor field for such an enterprise in Oxford 
County which was strongly democratic. 
Mr. G. early identified himself with the 
Republican party.
Wm. B. Lapham.
